SWISS BANKS HOLOCAUST

’

" UNTTED STATES DISTRICT COURT IR DA 18878
'EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK RECEIVED‘ C-ENG 0076 128
- e — i ——— = x

' # Cv 96-48u4g
In re; FEB - 9 2004 CV 96-5161
Holocaust Vietim Assets Litigation CV 97-461

: (ERK) (MDG)
____________________________________ x LEGAL SERvicES _

This is a Proposal ( aplication)solicitation from unclaimed

residual funds and according to Hon.Judge KOrman order dated

nov.17 2003 for providineg assistance to needyNazl victims,
We are a organization of Holocaust Survivors : The Association of Jewlsh
Holocaust Survivors Inc,,4912-14 ave Brooklyn N Y 11219,our members are
Holocaust Survivors and we are helpng and looklng for betterment of the
Survivors population,Is attached a letfer with more explanation of our
work and also the situation we are in and those pages are & part of this
solicitation{aplication for alocation).Those pages was originaly writen
to Mr. Grbetz,but we attaching them o this request papers,
' Since a8 exlaine d in thos8 pages our organization has no funds
to operate and asked the Claims Conference to some funding theyv refused
but for other not so needed puproses they alocated funds,ls a version that
" 8lnce the paers was not profesgionaly writen was also reason for declining
‘but since we don't nave no workers or profesionals and no moneys To pay
them,and for this reason also we asking your Honor to alocate us sSome
funds that we can operate a office and have a social worker on duty. THis
request 13 bhesides the program for bullding apartments,what ls described
better in the papers attached{letter).

On page of those letter on page 5 third paragraff I recomend
to this HOn Court that every survivor deéignated to entitle to receive
and to use these fund for housing(notwhitstanding if a ormanization rece-
we the funds)to designate a sum for every such survivor and he he choose
the way ne wanted as I described inthat same page pargraff 5(last) that
he can go to other clty as well.

Our organization would be ready to asist themto put togeter 2
or 3,0r four or more to buy togeter a used house or a liot to build and
utilize the oportunity to buy togeter a whole house which finaltialy is
more better and comperatve to buy.(everyone will have a condo).

- I understand that this Hon.Court will use guidelines if anyv,
about the ellgibility and maybe other guldellnes,

As the attached information letter(and this is trend in Brklyn)
a 2 bedroom apartment would cost aprox £75.000 dolars which iB for couple,
1s for one survivor would bel37 500 dolars,.,A older house maybe would
¢ost less but maybe no tax abatment,

We attaching coples from the apliCGtions gubmited to the Claims
Conference and asking this Hon Court to consider the rinancing of progs
rams asked there,since withoudt basic financing our organizat1on we can'y
do anythina but nobody would do without it,



apl.Judge KVrman 1/04

L3

2.

- We asking to have consultation with Mr Gribetz 1n finding and answering of
guestions 1if arise.

‘Respectfuly submited.

Abraham FRiedman
secretary. ~ jahuary 29 2004 Rabbi L.Laufer
. : ' ' ' hon,Chalrman
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_to try. to‘aak organizations and peraona

4912 Fourteenth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219

nov. 26.2003.
Mr. Juda Gribeﬁz.

Dear Mr. Gribetz ; _ :
Enclosed find a chpy of article writen |
by Mr. Lubinsky{whom I asked to call you and promise that
he will 1n few days) about the need for Holocaust Survivrs
who are in need a. roof over their heads andto imptove the
quality of their 1ife.I will elaborate beloww 1litle more.

T want write a few information about oud
organization which will ‘highliht some of the issues. We was_:
seelng the misery of ‘some survivors llke. Mr. “Lubinsky L
1lustrated but: only partialy A case “in ‘point; We lost: our ﬁ;

president Mr. Keller a few month asgo-and after,we find

that he 1lived: in: studlo apartment without even a. gasrange

. He complained all’ ‘time that he has no: ‘minute menucha[peacezi
~of ‘mind)no room. to strech a bit, which ‘brought him friction .

with his wife no rToom to manueverand succumbed after. Bome;jf
heart attacka He was ‘in concentracion camps by 5 years »
taken from Slovakia ,and since he wes a. quite man not many.j;

. knew about his: problems Some social workersfrom organiza- :
tions who. handleisocial issues for. holocaust survivors.: '

had conections to him,but only in emergency situations he.ff

 'had some’ help Thefexisting organizations only helping 1n
- emergencies and:
'“3_holocau8t ‘survivors live and only. afte

can ‘see . ‘therea

ot 80 easy.Thls: 11ustartegthe*aituation

' 3 ctastrof struck
roblems. Since ‘we /don't ‘have ‘yet: a new: preff
ecretary. of this organization was. entrust::
‘who:have ‘apility o
to help to do that,and explain them the ) Eed for ‘the help,’

sident: I asfthe

- We: tried to work: out ‘some. Bolution: fqrfhousing for: aurvivrs§
- and. we 1 1nd that 1n Brooklyn is around;a few. hundred from:
- the: survivors who- doesn't have .no houge: only paying rent
- and today prize for renting is around 1200 ‘dolars minimm-.
. and with a: case - 11ke who get- aprox only 1000 dolr Socialg?
rﬂSecurityfand maybe=a few dolarsﬁfrom*theﬁsermans and not













'I‘hia ..'_page 5-' 13 continuation of :-'letter to ‘Mr Gribetzfof:ll/26.393
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Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors

Street Y717, /G, 4
Brooklyn Ncw York 11219 9

Conferenc :, on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. Inc.
15 East 26% Street

Room 806

New York, NY 10010

-~ Dear sirs:

In response to your letter of March 21, 2000, we will detail onr programs and the need for
your assistance. We will also explain our function and role in the Holocaust Survivor
community and our involvement assisting these individuals,

Our goal and purposc is explained in our original application lettcr and accompanying
minutes of our organizational mecting. Since we are Survivors ourselves and many of
our close friends are Survivors, we uaderstand the emotional and social issues
surrounding each individual case. We see why some Susvivors cannot avail themselves
of the various programs in a dignified manner. If there is no dignixy, meny Survivors
would rather not take advantage of a program.

Our majn goals are:

1. To preserve the dignity of every Survivor. Many Survivors do not receive adequate
compensation for their needs and many arc embarrassed to avail themselves of
programs and moneys that may be available. Others also are not aware of the
programs in which they can participate.

2. To conduct an assessment of the actual needs of the Holacaust Survivor population as

- "agroup.and individually. We will conduct these assessmeats through individual’
interviews as well as in group settings.

3. To assist and work closely with other organizations to obtain and preserve
reparations, compensation, etc. for those Survivors who have not received any such
compensation or who have received inadequate compensation. We are in a posiuon
10 identify such Survivors who may have fallen through the cracks or who, for
emotional and social reasons, have not received such compensation.

4. To assist and work closely with other organizations to obtain réparations,
compensation, etc. for Survivers from countries and ateas which have not yet been




ok b

targeted for such reparations. We will also lurther target countries and areas which
have already pravided reparations.

5. To assist Survivors who may currently receive reparations and Social Security but
who still do niot have enough income to pay rent and maintain a dignified liviog
standard. There are nany Survivers who have yearly incomes of $10,000 to $1 5,000.
Most of this income £0es 10 rent, after which there is little left for basic necessitics.
The meager relief these Survivors receive is not sufficient and many end up 18 |
emergency situations. We want to bring up these Qurvivors’ standard of living by
assisting organizations in targeting these individuals for reparations or for further
reparaiions. '

4, To assist Survivors who do not receive reparations from any sowsces or who cannot

handle their own affairs. Inmany cases, Survivors receive a meager $1500 yearly

which 1s difficult to obtain and 1s certainly not sufficient.

To assist Survivors in obtaining decent and affordable housing. We will identify or

buitd apartments for these Survivors and provide this Leusing (o Survivors m a

dignified and 2ffordable manner. We have made inquines and verified that such

housing can be found with sufficient funding and help. \iost Survivors are seventy 1o

eighty vears old and many are older. They not only need simple housing but also

added services commensurate to their advanced age.

g To otdain for Survivors adequate medical insurance to complement Medicare, With
the advanced age of Survivars, this becomes most imporant. inmany cascs, wWé have
found that Survivors need legal advice angd other jegal hewp.

9. To preserve the cultural, especially written, assets of the pi. Holocaust Jewish
community. Much work is required 10 identify. obtain, and preserve the writings of
that gencration, especially of the great Rabbis of that age. ) '

!

Our survys indicate that there is a definite need for these services. \We cannot help the
Survivers in need, however, antil we receive sufficient fnding to carry out these
programs, Our inquiries with privale and institutional contraciors, tor example, show that
we can provide at least minimal hovsing for Survivors. We need 1o establish a fund and
do whatever we can for the Survivor community since time is ruaning out and they
cannot wait until next year to apply again. .

Our reading of your organization’s charter clearly indicates that our programs, which we
can implement successfully today with your help, is pertectly aligned with your goals of
. providing aid and encouragement to the remnarts of Jewish Survivors in a dignified and

noble mimer.

seneerely,
, dor /@ /%( L5 P KA 7
&U | W abbi,,--f.;.ufer ,Chairman

dec. o ﬂ‘”{ cyﬁa o
ec.8.2003. Abraham Friedman secretary, =




Proposed First Year Budget;

1./L;gal Fees (organizational

2./0ffice Space

3./ Meetlng Space for Community Meetings
./ office Staff

5./ Professional Staff

6./ Office Equipment

7./ Other expenses(utilities,taxes,insurance
ete.)

10.

80.
100,
10,

50.

.500,
000.
.000.
000,
000,
000.

000.

00

ol

00

00

00

00

20



\

THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, INC.

HONORARY CHAIRMAN

Rabbi Leibish Laufer

PRESIDENT
Mr. Marcel Keller

VICE PRESIDENT
.. AND TREASURER
- Rabbi Asher Weiss

SECRETARY
Abraham Friedman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rabbi Joseph Fishman
Rabbi Zecharja Gelley
Rabbi Mordechai Lazarus
Rabbi Leibish Laufer
Rabbi Moshe Neeman
Rabbi Chaim Shtauber
Rabbi Asher Weiss

Mr, Abraham Friedman
Mr. Zoltan Grunwald

Mr. Pinchas Honig

Mr. Marcel Keller

Mrs. Irene Klein

Mr. Joseph Plawes

‘Mr. Robert Reisman

- TELEPHONE
(718) 854-6020
(718) 854-8162

FAX NUMBER
(718) 633-8344

4912 Fourieenth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219

June 9, 2002
Claims Conference
1S East 26" Street
New York, NY 10010

Dear Sirs:

We are hereby applying for an allocation for our Social Service Programs for
Holocaust Survivors. There are many survivors in our community who
require the services of our Programs. Some are indigent while others are
ashamed to contact various organizations for assistance. In all cases, the
pressing needs of these Survivors are not met. Our Social Service Programs
wil] reach out and accommodate even these people.

We know many of these Survivors personally. We socialize with them and
we go to Synagogue with them. They open up to us as peers because we
survived the same horrors they did. They are embarrassed o go to organized
reparations committees, to speak with lawyers, to fill out the forms where they
must relive their experiences. They are not able to confide in the Social
Services workers available through the organized reparations committee. In
many cases they have no family members able to advocate for them.

Our intent is not to replace or compete with existing organizations that are
servicing survivors. We intend, rather, to work with such organizations in
Joint programming efforts. The goals of our Social Services Programs are:

1. To preserve the dignity of every Survivor. Many Survivors do not receive
adequate compensation for their needs while others are embarrassed to
avail themselves of programs and monies. Still others are not aware of
programs in which they can participate,

3]

Many Survivors have not received reparations or have received inadequate
compensation. We will work closely with and assist other organizations to
preserve reparations for these Survivors. We already identified such
Survivors who have fallen through the cracks or who, for emotional and
social reasons, did not receive compensation or other services,



3. Qur goal is to work closely with other organizations to obtain reparations, compensations, etc.
for Survivors in countries which have not yet been targeted for paying reparations. These
include Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, and other such countries. We will also further target
countries which have already provided reparations such as Germany and Switzerland.

4. To obtain adequate medical insurance to complement Medicare. In many cases we have found
that Survivors require legal assistance and advice.

5. Survivors also need social gatherings. They also need to attend lectures and other forms of
entertainment.

6. To preserve the cultural and written assets of the pre-Holocaust Jewish community. To
identify, obtain, and preserve the writings of that generation, especially the great Rabbis and
Sages of that Age.

Our surveys indicate that there is a definite need for these services. These Survivors cannot watt
and time is running out. Our hope is to allow them to live the remainder of their lives in some
comfort.

We hope that, with your help, we can be of service to these Survivors in a dignified and noble

manner.

Respectfully,

Marce] Keller

President
’.// vi <:,u/ /’&’é ("L;

Abéham Fﬁuﬁan secretary,




THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, INC.

HONORARY CHAIRMAN

Rabbt Leibish Lavfer

PRESIDENT
Mr. Marcel Keller

VICE PRESIDENT
AND TREASURER
Rabbi Asher Weiss

SECRETARY
Abraham Friedman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rabbi Joseph Fishman
Rabbi Zecharja Gelley

- Rabbi Mordechai Lazarus
Rabbi Leibish Laufer
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Rabbi Asher Weiss

Mr, Abraham Friedman
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Mr. Pinchas Honig

Mr. Marcel Keller
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TELEPHONE
(718) 854-6020
(718) 854-8162

FAX NUMBER
{718) 633-8344

To; Ma.Lisbeth Stark

4912 Fourteenth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219

: Mww July 30 2002.
Cltaims Conferenee.

Dear Ms. Stark;

Please find our first budget (proposed).

Organizational,legal and expenses,., 20.000.-
Dfffiee and meeting space (rent) 30,000, -
Offiee and profetional staff 75.000, -
Office equlpmantalsc furniture 15,000.-
shul equipment 15,000, -
other expenses,utlilities,taxes,

insurance etec, 20.000, -

Pleaso see 1t to that thet this aplication come to
boards meeting as socon as posible.
Thank you;

Respectfuly,

Marcel Keller

president,
citiai € /u,LCza7

Please call if any problems,



THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, INC.

HONORARY CHAIRMAN

Rabbi Leibish Laufes

PRESIDENT
. Mr. Marcel Keller

VICE PRESIDENT
AND TREASURER
Rabbi Asher Weiss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Rabbi Chaim Shtauber
Rabbi Asher Weiss

Mr. Abraham Friedman
Mr. Zoltan Grunwald
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TELEPHONE
(718) 854-6020
(718) 854-8162

FAX NUMBER
(718) 633-8344

To;

4912 Fourteenth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219

Y

nov., 12,2008
Ms.Lisbeth Stark
Claims Conference
Dear Ms, Stark ;

We submited to you 1in July this year a
aplication for alocation for our social program for
Holocaust Survivors.

Since durlng the time we have requests
to inltlate & program also for suplyling friday night
diner and Sabt lunches and for Jewish holidays for
survivors who for some reason could not help them-
gselves with those traditional diners,and slnce this
type of program 18 not around in our area we feel
that 18 wery needed,

The budget for this program we esti-
mate will be for the flrst year

50.000.-dolars,

Please attach this suplement aplication
to our original aplication and budget and please see
to 1t that this aplication will be handled as sSoon as
posible.Zhank you; Please call if any problem,

Respectfully.

Rabbl Asher Weiss.

Vice Presgident and
Treasurer.



RABBI BORUCH B. BORCHARDT
8313 BAY PARKWAY
BrROOKLYN, NY 11214

13 Adar II 5763
March 17, 2003

Even though the undersigned is closely connected with Agudas Yisroel of America, the
proposal that follows is not formulated by Agudas Yisroel, nor is Agudas Yisroel
sponsoring this proposal.

1t is, however, an idea that I as a Holocaust survivor who 1s familiar with the problems
faced by fellow survivors, feel it would be of greathelp to them, and should be
administered preferably by the Claims Conference or by some other group that could
sponsor it with the help of the Claims Conference.

As of today, the youngest Holocaust survivor is around 60-65 years old. That means that
we may have a small population of Holocaust survivors actively present for the next 20
years or so.

As a result of the extraordinary suffering they endured, they may need help more than
average people do. Rabbi Schwab 5"31 is known to have remarked that anyone who went
through the Holocaust still bears the scars of his experiences, and we must take this into
account when we try 1o meet their needs. Any help that we extend to them would be of
great value.

Since we will have Holocaust survivors amongst us for another 20 years, I would suggest
that we start planning now for their future, providing for their changing living and
financial conditions. Towards this end, [ would like to make the following proposal:

Proposal 1.

A division of the Claims Conference should undertake to build in a densely populated
Jewish neighborhoad, such as Boro Park, or Flatbush, at least forty apartments, with very
low rental, 1o be made available to any Holocaust survivors. In this way, they would be
assured of proper living conditions for the rest of their lives. '

1 would estimate that 40 apartments are needed, at a cost of about $125,000 each
apartment, totaling about 5 million dollars. We would have to budget an additional 2
million dollars for purchasing the land on which this development will be build,

i

At the end of ten or twenty years, these apartments would revert to the Claims
Conference, which would then sell them, and deposit the money into a fund, to be _
allocated for other purposes. I believe this proposal would prove to be most helpful for
those Holocaust survivors who are now struggling to maintain decent living quarters.



Proposal 2

My second proposal is that the Claims Conference should establish a division that would
make available small amounts of money to Holocaust survivors whenever they are in dire
need of financial help — for medical purposes, or other emergency needs.

The suggested grant should be in the range of $500 to $1,000, as a one-time gifi. If these
small allocations were to be given annually, it would add up to half a million or one
million dollars per year. '

This should not be administered by an existing organization, but (I would suggest) it be
overseen by a designated sub-committee of the Claims Conference. The people requiring
~ such help will be dealt directly, and should not involve too much red tape.

May I humbly suggest that you look into these two proposals, and drawing on your vast
experience, determine how they can be implemented as soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Boruch B. Borchardt

o Pogeho Bt
co Guge Cle

co Ak 6 ¥ (o

ce OB D. Zwit

]



WHAT DO HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS REALLY NEED
By Menachem Lubinsky

The decision on the allocation of funds secured in the $1.25 billion Swiss banks
settlement shduld first and foremost consider-the needs of the surviving Holocaust
survivors, They no doubt deserve the peace of mind in their golden years that they will be
well cared.for..”

- Many of the social service and health needs of the survivors are being met one way or
another, yet their most pressing need is housing. It is no secret that the most needy
amongst the survivors are frail like other aged people who are not sick enough to be in
nursing homes but can no longer manage a private home or apartment. While not in dire
need of regular.medical attention or care, they do require some assistance, particulariy
with meals and personal care,

Holocaust surviyors often live alone and are desperately in need of companionship,
recreational activities, and other forms of social interaction. Nothing can be more
depressing than 1o be isolated in the very communities that they have spent a lifetime. Of
the several-thousand Holocaust survivors who reside in such communities as Boro Park,
Flatbush, Forest Hilis, and Rego Park, they share a fear of being removed from their
communities.

As a result, many of them would not even consider some of the housing units developed
by the Metropolitan New York Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty in Starrett City
in Brooklyn or Co-op City in the Bronx even if they were eligible. After having been
through ghettos and concentration camps, the least we can do is to provide them with

- housing in the communities where they feel most comfortable.

There are those who make a case that the money would not be wisely spent on a project
that may 31 best outlive its usefulness in a decade hence. Most Holocaust survivors are in
their 70’s and *80’s and the expectation would be that they would reside in these assisted
living housing. facilities for 5- 10 years at best.

We reject this argument. Even a few years of quality living is better than the conditions
that some of the survivors live in currently. They may have only been under the Nazis for
5 or 6 years, but they deserve to be more comfortable, even for a day. Furthermore, a
project of this nature will no doubt continue to serve Jews in need in the future, perhaps
even second generation survivors who have also suffered from the mental anguish and
trauma of growing up with parents who endured the living hell of the Nazis, Could there
be a better legacy for the survivors than the knowledge that an assisted living project will
help Jews even afier they have passed on.



The recommendauon for using restitution funds to make small cash grants is
commendable. ‘Social workers at Met Council and its network of Jewish Community
Council frequently serve elderly indigent Holocaust survivors and the cash would go a
long way, particularly on the eve of Jewish holidays. But such assistance pales by

comparison with their need for shelter and supportive services, especially for those who
are frail.

We are confident that the Jewish leadership involved in determining how to spend the
Swiss settlement will result in a re-evaluation of the priorities of need. That funds will be
appropriately directed to the real needs of aging Holocaust survivors: a roof over their
heads with programmatic assistance to improve the quality of their lives.

Mr. Lubmsk; is Chalrman of the Board of the Metropolitan New York Coordinating Council on

Jewish Poverty, a Vice President of Agudath Israel of America and a member of the New York City's
Private Industry Cnunc:l
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INFORMAL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING QF RORO PARK HOLOCAUSE
SURVIVORS

At a meeting held on , 1999 at ,

e

o

the following were Present (as listed on the attached sign-in sheet),

It was announced that Mesgrs. had
preliminarily met and proposed reformulating as an organization of Holocaust
survivors from European aress during the period of 1939 1o 1945 or any part thereof,
currently residing in the Boroy gh Park area of Brooklyn, New York.

It is a known fact that the Borough Park area holds the largest concentration of
survivors of the Holocaust in the world today, numbering in the tens of thousands,

These survivors need a variety of services not currently offered, or inadequately
offered, by the community at large, These include:

Advocacy for general purposes, and application assistance in specific instancss,
regarding various current and proposed reparations, compensations, reimbursements,
eic. programs from various sources including public, private, corporate,
governmental, Quasi-governmental, Swiss, German, Austrian, Hungarian, Czech,
Slovak, Polish, Romanian, European, or other areas.

Advocacy will include advocating in the direction of, the extent of, etc, such
programming, with an oricntation towards the private individua] claimants, as
opposed to organizational claimants, For efficiency’s sake, however, it may be
advantageous to combine or group claims together, as the organization shalj see fit.

While a variety of social services do exist in the area, few, if any, are available to
non-indigent or non-¢mergency-situated survivors. Accordingly, we will conduct an
assessment of the needs of the Holocaust survivor population.

This organization does not intend 1o replace or compete with existing social services
organizations. On the contrary, we intend to work with them in joint programming

.o
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9. Since varioys neégotiations and financial distributions are currently being worked out,
time is of the €ssence in setting Up OUr organization and its advocacy services. Our
organization wi}l represent the community and jig Survivors on ap individual angd

dignified basis,

» 10. For this reason,
mission.

Our organization requests appropriate financiaj assistance 1o fulfj)] our
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Orgamzat:on

i 45.20 Elghteenih Avenue, Brooklym New York 1124 (718) 435.1300 Fax; (718) 4354882 ': :

| Rabbi Yaxkoy Lebovits
Lercuci Dirctor

. Assoc:auon of Jewish I-Ioiocaust Survivors Inc -. e
© 4912 14% Avenne :
- Brooklyn, New York 11219

o You have asked me for some guidance with regard to construction and development costs
"-in Borough Park and its immediate surroundmg commmuue:. The followmg are gcncral pamnelers_
- ofzhe curr_cm ;eal _es:at-. ma:kct S R . . -
A lot sm:40' X 100" can be purcha.scd for appfommawlx« $800,000. As of ight, the allowable
square footage that can be built is 8,800 (with the exception of corner lots which allow for 12,000
. buildable square fcct] Lonstmct:on costs - ha.rd and soft - shou]d be ca!culatcd at SI:S per square
- fooz ' ' :

_ Accorcmglu a typical structure, would yield 8, two-bedroom units, consisting of l 000 sq.
e it each The cost of cazh umt Would amount to approxunate]v 5275 000

: Tiu above is intznded for gemra! information purposes only, and should not be construed,

- Inany way, as a guaraaty, assurance or commifment with regard to prices, or the awdabm:y af E
'-.’and or io bu;ld or cause to be buu’r any properly srrucmre or de'.efapmenr _ '

" Sincerely,

i Yaakov Lebovits

;_4 cemmppit) developmeat project fovodsd by Arudaih Isracl of America
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